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1921

The Yankees, the Giants, and the Battle for Baseball
Supremacy in New York

Lyle Spatz and Steve Steinberg

Foreword by Charles C. Alexander

Al the dawn of the fodar in“ twanlies, baseball was xlfumli.uﬁ o overcome Twa of
its darkest moments: the death of a player during a Major League game and the
revelations of the 1g1g Black Sox scandal. At this critical junciwre for baseball,
twio teams emerged to fight for the future of the game. They were also battling for
ihe hearts and minds of Mew Yorkers as the cliy rose in dramatic fashion to the
pinnacle of the baseball world.

1921 capiures this crucial moment in the history of baseball, telling the story of
a season that pitted the New York Yankees against their Polo Grounds land-
lords and hated rivals, John MoGraw’s Giants, In the first all-New York Serles
and resulted in the first American League pennant for the now-storied Yankees'
franchize. Lyle Sparz and Steve Steinberg recreate the drama that featured the
charismatic Babe Ruth in his assault on baseball records in the face of McGraw's
disdain for the American League and the Ruth-led slugging style. Their worlk
evokes the early 19205 with the words of renowned sporiswriters such as Damon
Runyon, Grantland Rice, and Hevwood Broun. With more than fifty photo-
graphs, the book offers a remarkably vivid picture of the colorful characters, the
crosstown rivalry, and the incomparable performances that made this season a
clasaic

Lyle Spatz is the author of many books, including Bad £ilf Dahles: The Rodlick-
ing IJﬁ. el Thrraes |.5I"urj Elr.'}' Buselnall Srar and Yamkess Cl!lr]rl'r.u,l. Yamkees fn}]rrg:
MNew York Yenkee Player Transactions, o3 through 1eee. Steve Steinberg is the
author of Basehall in Si. Lowls, reon-1925 and numerous articles on eaely twentl-
eth-century baseball, including feature articles for the annual New York Yankees
official yearbooks. Charles C. Alexander Is Distinguished Professor Emeritus of
History at Ohio University. He is the author of several baseball books, including
Spoke: A Biography of Tris Speaker and Jodine McGraw (avallable in a Bison Books
edition]
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“1921 ks an incredibly comprehensive
ook at a pivotal baseball season—
for the sport, for New York, for an
America fnally distancing itself from
war. Steve Steinberg and Lyle Spatz
have created a mosaic of a year in
haseball that is both illominating and
entertaining”—Frank Deford
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