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Spatz and Steinberg's '1921' is Awarded the 2011
Seymour Medal

ID21: The Vankoes, the Gliants, and the Battle for Basebal! Supremacy i Maw York, writtan
oy SABR members Lyle Sgatz ard Steve Steinberg, | the winner of the 2011 Sevmosr
Megal, which hanors the bast book of bagsetal’ nistory ar biograshy published durng the
grecading celendar year.

| RESEARCH CHAFTERS

The authars will receive their rmedal at the Saymour Medal Conference, May 13-14 st the
Radizzon Holel Gabeway in Cleveland, Ohéo. (For a schadule of events and reglstrabion
information, dick here. )

1831 was published oy the University of Nebradke Press.

The Seymaur Medal Selection Committee releaged the following statement about the
winning boak:

"182] describes the pennank races in baoth the National and American Leagues in that year.
Far the first time, Mew York had 8 subway World Series with the Gients and Yankees
haoking ug. Obvicusy, with Babe Ruth versus John MoGraw, the World Series takes on
added meaning given MoGraws shyle of play and Ruth’s horme rins. The book™s structure in
talkcing the readers through the seasan, aiternating betiveen the bwa teems and leagies, is
to be commended, The authors also provide significant insight into the thinking of the bwo
great managers, John MoGraw and Miller HBugging, In their descriptens and alsa with the
halp of quates frem the lesding basebatl celumnists of that period, Spatz and Steinberg
prowide a rich and colerful description of basaball and life in 1921, This Is an important
addition to baseball literatwre,”

The other finalists for the 2011 Seymour Medal ware:

® Jag Crandn: A Life o Baseball, by Mark srmaur {Univarsity of Nabraska Prass)

¢ Fifty-nine in ‘84, by Edward Acharn {Smithsonlan)

* The Last Boy: Mickey Manbla and the End of America's Childhood, by Jane Leawy
(Hara=ar)

Stainberg, the suthar of Besehail in 5L Louis, 1900-1025 and many articles an earty
tweriistr-cantury besehsll, said he wes surprisad and plessed by the honar

“There were 20 many cutstanding beoke writken ia 2010, Just a terrific group of finalists,”
e smid,

"1 thaught we covered tha geazon well, the teams, the players. W just lat ail their
sersanalities come across and wikak ik cormas back to o me is the storylelling. That's whak
it's afl about.”

SPBL'!. the authar of Yanke2s I'.-l‘Jl’I‘JI'I"F_, Yankeas GDJ.I'JF.' ew York Yankee FTE:-'El‘
Transactions, 1903 through 1999, cheirmer of the Basebell Records Reseandh Comrmittes
and the winner of the 2000 Bab Davids Awerd, SABR's highest nanor, skid working with
Steinberg was "a real pleasure,”

“huthors heve collaborated before, but [ dor't know how the bedk they did it before e-mail
and everything,” he said. "We live abadt &% far away as you can passbly oet from each
ather (Steinberg in ‘Washirgton and Spatz i Florida), but it was ro problem at sl We've
alza become frends and, as [ understand, that's net always the case.”

Hpth writers said they gained a greater appreciation af John MoGraw after researching the
Gaak,

"He was such a complicated and brilliant marager” Steinberg said, "although [ don't know
Fhe would be able o succend in madem bascball with his persanaliby.”

Adoed Spatz, "McGraw was even mare dominant than | realized — in the sense of
cantrelling his team, of calling every pitch oven way back in 1921, ard really being an
iron-fistad ruler. But much ke (Gaorge) Stelnbranner, who could be a real jark os MoGraw
could be, he als2 had a soft spot. He always had sevan o elght ballplayers, old Giants ar
{Baldmore} Orloles, werking for him at the Polo Grounds in varlous capacites. That's kind
af countar-intuitive .. when you think of McGeaw's [reputation).”
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